THE  AUTHORITY  OF  SCIENCE
truth to oneself may be realized by refusal  to formulate a
would-be definite truth.
It is, of course, impossible that so critical, so discriminating
a mind should have exercised a direct influence in the sense
of having brought the men of his or subsequent days to the
acceptance of theories for which he stood. Renan stood not for
theories, but for a state of mind that could serve as a position
for many theories, inconsistent only with the rigid dogmatism
of the political or religious fanatic. He has inevitably suffered
the fate of those who refuse facile generalizing and cheap
dogmatism: both sides have denounced him as a sceptic, a
dilettante, a wobbler, because of his rejection of their formulae.
The Democrats and Radicals remembered only his defence of
aristocracy and of the rule of the elite-) and saw but a reactionary
in one who, in truth, had been largely instrumental in breaking
their fetters. The Catholic reaction might have forgiven him
his abandonment of the priesthood and his rejection of all
religion (there is no dearth in ecclesiastical history of Catholico-
atheistical alliances, as we have already seen and shall see yet
again), but they could not forgive Renan's claim to have
found in a secular vocation, in a lay priesthood, all the-spiritual
inspiration, the moral fervour, of which the Church claimed
the monopoly. "M. Renan," says Barrfes,1 "is among those
who prevented the French mind from doing without religious
feeling; in the middle of the nineteenth century all people
with any intensity of moral life were faced with the dilemma
of giving up modern criticism because it failed to satisfy
their religious aspirations, or of keeping up with it at the cost
of the deadening of an essential part of their being. Renan's
task was to find some provisional solution conciliating religious
feeling and scientific analysis; he discovered the way of enab-
ling the modern mind to keep the benefit of that wonderful
Catholic sensitiveness most of us cannot do without."
There is, however, in this account an inaccuracy which
Barres himself corrects later on. Had Renan enabled the
modern mind to remain Catholically religious, in however
vague a way, he would not have been denounced as a renegade.
1 Le Figaro, 3rd October 1892 (reprinted in Pages perdues}.
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